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1 . IN CONNECTION WITH SUMMIT PREPARATIONS BELIEVE YOU 
WILL FIND IT USEFUL TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING EXCERPT FROM 
SUMMARY RECORD OF DECEMBER 9 NAC MINISTERIAL DEALING 
WITH "DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MINISTERIAL SESSION." 

"17. THE CHAIRMAN RAISED THE QUESTION OF PROCEDURE 
CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WASHINGTON SUMMIT 
MEETING. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THERE WAS A DESIRE THAT 
ALL, IF NOT MOST, OF THE SECOND DAY SHOULD BE RESERVED 
FOR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS. HOWEVER, WHILE HE ANTICIPATED 
THAT A GREAT PART OF THE AGENDA, INCLUDING A GENERAL 
REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AND THE STATE OF 
THE ALLIANCE, COULD BE DEALT WITH ON THE FIRST DAY IN 
BOTH THE FORMAL AND RESTRICTED SESSIONS, HE DOUBTED 
WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO COMPLETE IT ON THAT DAY. 

HE THEREFORE SUGGESTED THAT A MEETING SHOULD TAKE PLACE 
ON THE SECOND DAY, EVEN IF HEADS OF STATE AND HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT WERE NOT ALL ABLE TO ATTEND IT FOR THE WHOLE 
DAY. 
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"18. IN ADDITION, AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT WOULD BE THE 
RESULT OF THE LONG-TERM DEFENCE PROGRAMME, AN ITEM OF 
CONCERN, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE MEMBERS PARTICIPATING IN 
THE INTEGRATED DEFENCE SYSTEM. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE 
MOST APPROPRIATE SOLUTION MIGHT BE TO ARRANGE FOR A 
SHORT MEETING ON THE SECOND DAY IN WHICH THOSE COUNTRIES 
PARTICIPATING IN THE INTEGRATED DEFENCE WOULD TAKE PART. 
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SOME DEFENCE MINISTERS HAD ALREADY INDICATED THAT THEY 
WISHED TO BE PRESENT AT THE SESSION DEALING WITH THE 
LONG-TERM DEFENCE PROGRAMME. 

"19. MR. DE GUIRINGAUD BELIEVED THAT THE SOLUTION SUG- 
GESTED BY THE CHAIRMAN WAS THE ONLY ONE WHICH WOULD 
CORRESPOND TO THE WISHES OF THE DIFFERENT DELEGATIONS. 
ACCORDING TO THAT PROPOSITION, HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE 
COUNCIL WOULD MEET ON 30TH MAY AT '15', WITH THE PARTICI- 
PATION OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT AND SPEND THE 
WHOLE OF THAT DAY DISCUSSING THE GENERAL SITUATION OF 
THE ALLIANCE. ON 3 1ST MAY, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOV- 
ERNMENT OF THE THIRTEEN COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN THE 
LONG-TERM DEFENCE PROGRAMME, PERHAPS ASSISTED BY THEIR 
DEFENCE MINISTERS, WOULD EXAMINE THE REPORT ON THAT 
PROGRAMME. ONCE THAT SPECIAL SESSION HAD BEEN CONCLUDED, 
THE MEETING COULD CONTINUE AT T5', AS PREVIOUSLY, IN 
ORDER TO FINISH THE DISCUSSION OF THE PREVIOUS DAY, IF 
THAT WERE NECESSARY. 

"20. THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL OF DEFENCE 
PLANNING AND POLICY REMARKED THAT THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 
MEETING OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THOSE 
COUNTRIES WHICH WOULD BE PARTICIPATING IN THE LONG-TERM 
DEFENCE PROGRAMME WOULD HAVE TO CONSIDER A VERY SUBSTAN- 
TIVE REPORT. THEY WOULD BE ASKED IN IT TO PROVIDE THEIR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 USNATO 03406 041236Z 

COMMENTS AND TO GIVE THEIR AGREEMENT TO WHAT MIGHT BE 
A DOZEN OR MORE PROGRAMMES INVOLVING CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 
THEIR COUNTRIES. FURTHER, IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT THEY 
COULD EVEN BE ASKED, AT THAT STAGE, TO ENTER INTO COM- 
MITMENTS CONCERNING RESOURCES. CONSEQUENTLY, JUDGING 
FROM PAST EXPERIENCE, HE FELT THAT THE MEETING COULD BE 
LENGTHY. 

"21. THE CHAIRMAN NOTED THAT THERE WAS A GENERAL 
CONSENSUS IN FAVOUR OF HIS PROPOSITION, AS ELABORATED 
BY MR. DE GUIRINGAUD." 

2. COMMENT: IT SEEMS CLEAR FROM THIS RECORD THAT 
FRENCH COULD NOT ARGUE THAT THEY HAD INSISTED ON TWO 
SEPARATE AND DISTINCT SUMMITS AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, 

THAT THEY HAD AGREED MEETING COULD CONTINUE AT 15, IF 
NECESSARY FOLLOWING LTDP DISCUSSIONS TO FINISH DISCUS- 
SION OF NON-DEFENSE ITEMS. BENNETT 
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